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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-21 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Henry 
et al., (U.S. Patent No. 5,774,058 and Henry hereinafter). 

Regarding claim 1, Henry discloses a method for recording an in-service 
comprising: 

date associated with an electronic device, establishing an initial valid date as the 
current date for the device and maintaining the current date thereafter, responsive to 
determining that the device is in service (i.e., the door is locked), storing the current 
date in non-volatile storage as the in-service date, and performing an action selected 
from: periodically monitoring the current date of the device to determine if the valid date 
has been altered after storing the in-service date, and obtaining the in-service date from 
the non-volatile device with an external readout machine connected to the non-volatile 
storage (Col. 5, lines 13-67 arid Col. 6, lines 1-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-16). 



I 
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Regarding claim 2, Henry discloses wherein establishing the valid date 
comprises entering the current date during a power on sequence of the device (Col. 20, 
lines 1-56). 

Regarding claim 3, Henry discloses wherein determining that the device is in 
service comprises determining that the device has been operating for a predetermined 
length of time after the valid date is set (CoL 20, lines 1-56). 

Regarding claim 4, Henry discloses wherein storing the current date in non- 
volatile storage comprises storing the current date in a non-volatile storage device of a 
service processor of the device such that the stored date is inaccessible to a main 
processor of the device (i.e., front panel hardware and logic panel hardware and client 
are separate entities and logic panel hardware maintains current time and date 
information)(Col. 5, lines 1-67 and Col. 6, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 5, Henry discloses wherein periodically monitoring the valid 
date, comprises periodically determining if the valid date is earlier than the in-service 
date (Col. 1 1 , lines 20-67 and Col. 1 2, lines 1 -6). 
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Regarding claim 6, Henry discloses further comprising, responsive to determining 
that the current date is earlier than the in-service date, issuing an error message (i.e., 
broadcasting an audible alarm)(Col. 7, lines 17-64). 

Regarding claim 7, Henry discloses further comprising, responsive to determining 
that the current date is earlier than the in-service date, enabling alteration of the in- 
service to match the current date (Col. 14, lines 34-39 and Col. 15, lines 5-19 and Col. 
17, lines 20-36). 

Regarding claim 8, Henry discloses wherein enabling the alteration includes 
requiring an operator of the device to enter an unlocking code (i.e., PIN)(Col. 8, lines 
43-67 and Col. 20, lines 57-67 and Col. 21 , lines 1-34). 

Regarding claim 9, Henry discloses requiring the operator to enter a unlocking 
code includes requiring the operator to obtain the unlocking code from a manufacturer 
of the device (Col. 10, lines 22-49). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Henry discloses wherein obtaining the in-service date via 
the readout machine comprises executing a DC compliant communication between the 
readout machine and the non-volatile memory (Col. 4, lines 25-67 and Col. 5, lines 1- 
14). 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,428 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2131 

Regarding claim 11, Henry discloses data processing system, comprising: 
a main processor having access to a system memory, a real-time clock - 
configured to maintain the current date upon being initialized with a valid date, non- 
volatile storage, and a set of processor executable instructions at least a portion of 
which are contained in the system memory wherein the instructions are configured to 
store the current date in the non-volatile storage as the in-service date automatically 
(Col. 5, lines 13-67 and Col. 6, lines 1-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-16). 

Regarding claim 12, Henry discloses wherein the system is further configured to 
issue an error message (i.e., an audible alarm) responsive to determining if the current 
date is altered after storing the in-service date (Col. 7, lines 17-64). 

Regarding claim 13, Henry discloses wherein determining if the current date is 
altered after storing the in-service date comprises periodically monitoring the current 
date to determine if the current date is earlier than the in-service date (Col. 14, lines 34- 
39 and Col. 15, lines 5-19 and Col. 17, lines 20-36). 

Regarding claim 14, Henry discloses wherein the contents of the non-volatile 
storage device are externally accessible (Col. 4, lines 25-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-14). 
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Regarding claim 15, Henry discloses further comprising an external readout 
device (i.e., electronic lock 12) configured to access the contents of the non-volatile 
storage via a communication bus (Col. 4, lines 25-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-14). 

Regarding claim 16, Henry discloses wherein the communication bus includes 
power signals such that the readout device can access the contents red (Col. 4, lines 
53-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-13). 

Regarding claim 17, Henry discloses wherein the communication bus comprises 
an I2C communication bus (Col. 4, lines 53-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-13). 

Regarding claim 1 8, Henry discloses further comprising a service processor 
connected to the main processor, wherein the non-volatile storage device comprises a 
non-volatile storage device of the service processor that is inaccessible to the main 
processor (i.e., front panel hardware and logic panel hardware and client are separate 
entities and logic panel hardware maintains current time and date information)(Col. 5, 
lines 1-67 and Col. 6, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 19, Henry discloses wherein the processor executable 
instructions are further configured to enable alteration of the in-service to match the 
current date responsive to determining that the current date is earlier than the in-service 
date (Col. 14, lines 34-39 and Col. 15, lines 5-19 and Col. 17, lines 20-36). 
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Regarding claim 20, Henry discloses enabling alteration of the in-service date 
requires an operator of the device to enter an unlocking code (i.e., PIN)(Col. 8, lines 43- 
67 and Col. 20, lines 57-67 and Col. 21, lines 1-34). 

Regarding claim 21 , Henry discloses wherein requiring the operator to enter a 
unlocking code includes requiring the operator to obtain the unlocking code from a 
manufacturer of the device (Col. 10, lines 22-49). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kolls, (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0156704). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arezoo Sherkat whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3796. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571 ) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Arezoo Sherkat 
Patent Examiner 
Group 2131 
Jun 24, 2005 
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